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Living in a Search Engine driven world gives a person the opportunity to compare pricing with relative ease. 

However, most search engines were designed with retail items or commodities in mind. Finding a “great deal” 
can always make you feel good, however, is the DEAL really that good? 

Understanding DJ Pricing and Skills can be a daunting task. Perusing websites of DJs becomes confusing by the 
unending ploys, pitches and schemes that are designed to entice you into making an urgent entertainment choice 
to fill up some DJs calendar. 

A commonly held misconception is that all DJs are equally qualified or do the same thing. Myth-Busting the 
“just as good as ploy” takes some initiative on your part to dig a little deeper into qualifications and abilities.  
This can safeguard you against hiring a nightmare DJ with bogus credentials or embellished experience and 
talent claims that could potentially ruin your event. 

Here are a few tips to help you avoid bogus and inflated credentials: 

1.  Never hire a DJ that DOES NOT have a current business license or State Registration. A Professional and 
above will have a business license. 

2.  Demand a copy of a Certificate of Liability Insurance for your wedding records.  A Professional and above 
will have current liability insurance. 

3.  Meet in person, whenever possible, to interview potential entertainment. You want to be certain you have a 
good rapport with the DJ that will be performing. Professional and above will be the main DJ/MC for their 
company. 

This chart is a visual reference for what can be expected in a DJ/MC search.  
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DJ SKill Level = Pricing vs 
Satisfaction Rating vs Wedding Caution Level
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You must also bear in mind that a “Wedding DJ/MC” has a very different skill set than a Club, Radio, or 
Party DJ would have in their background.  

Graff of the different Wedding DJ skill levels & Specific Considerations for their Designation level: 

Details of Skill Level  Expert  Specialist  Professional  Skilled  Average  Novice  Amateur 
Full Time DJ (This is their full‐time Job)  Yes  Yes  Maybe  No  No  No  No 
Utilizes Professional Music Services  Yes  Yes  Yes  No  No  No  No 
All Music is Legal for Public Performance  Yes  Yes  Yes  No  No  No  No 
Utilizes Pro‐Audio Equipment ONLY  Yes  Yes  Yes  Maybe  Maybe  No  No 
More than 10 years Experience  Yes  Yes  Maybe  No  No  No  No 
Member of Industry Trade Organization(s)  Yes  Yes  Yes  Maybe  Maybe  No  No 
Recognized Industry Leader  Yes  No  No  No  No  No  No 
Trains other DJs  Yes  Yes  Maybe  No  No  No  No 
Certified Bridal Consultant w/Proof  Yes  Maybe  Maybe  No  No  No  No 
Ordained Wedding Minister w/Proof  Yes  Maybe  Maybe  No  No  No  No 
Authored Book(s) & Trade Article(s)  Yes  Maybe  No  No  No  No  No 
Performs Public Speaking  Yes  Maybe  No  No  No  No  No 
Performs Seminars  Yes  Maybe  No  No  No  No  No 
Provides Industry Workshops  Yes  No  No  No  No  No  No 
Provides Bride & Groom Education Classes  Yes  Maybe  No  No  No  No  No 
Travels outside 1 Region to Perform  Yes  Maybe  No  No  No  No  No 
 Upgrades Available  Yes  Yes  No  Maybe  No  No  No 
Written Contract  Yes  Yes  Yes  Yes  Maybe  Maybe  No 
Business License/Registered Co.  Yes  Yes  Maybe  Maybe  No  No  No 
$1,000,000 Liability Insurance minimum  Yes  Yes  Maybe  No  No  No  No 
Forms for Planning & Assistance  Yes  Yes  Yes  Maybe  No  No  No 
Professional Website  Yes  Yes  Yes  Maybe  No  Maybe  No 
Accepts Credit Cards  Yes  Yes  Maybe  Maybe  No  No  No 
Meet in Person Prior to Wedding  Yes  Yes  Maybe  Maybe  Maybe  Maybe  Maybe 
Contacts Other Wedding Vendors  Yes  Yes  Maybe  Maybe  No  No  No 
Assists all Toasters  Yes  Maybe  No  No  No  No  No 
Assists Bride & Groom’s Parents  Yes  Maybe  No  No  No  No  No 
Assists Bride & Groom’s Grandparents  Yes  Maybe  No  No  No  No  No 
Accepts Responsibility for Wedding 
Success or Failure 

Yes  Maybe  No  No  No  No  No 

Wears Appropriate Attire for Meetings  Yes  Yes  Yes  Maybe    Maybe  Maybe 
Wears Appropriate Attire for Set‐up  Yes  Yes  Yes  Maybe  No  No  No 
Wears Appropriate Attire for Wedding  Yes  Yes  Yes  Yes  No  Maybe  Maybe 
Speaks Clearly  Yes  Yes  Yes  Maybe  No  Maybe  Maybe 
Pleasant Voice  Yes  Yes  Yes  Maybe  No  Maybe  Maybe 
Can Explain Skills & Experience w/Proof  Yes  Yes  Yes  Yes  No  No  No 
Appropriate Fee for Skill Level  Yes  Yes  Yes  Maybe  Maybe  Yes  Yes 
Less than 10 Years Experience  No  No  Maybe  Maybe  Yes  Yes  Yes 
Less than 5 Years Experience  No  No  No  Maybe  Yes  Yes  Yes 
Less than 2 Years Experience  No  No  No  No  No  Yes  Yes 
Part‐Time Business  No  No  Maybe  Yes  Yes  Yes  No 
DJ as a Hobby  No  No  No  No  No  Yes  Yes 
               
               
               
 


